LIFE   OF   LORD   REDESDALE
of Chancellor of the Exchequer with that of Chief Secre-
tary." Pitt, however, refused to accept Foster's resignation.
Early in September the Chancellor took an official tour
through Northern Ireland, accompanied by his wife, and
on the nth Lady Redesdale's boy was born unexpectedly
at Portrush.   Ail being well, Lord Redesdale at once
returned to his duties.  Irish affairs were then in a critical
state.  Nicholas Vansittart had resigned.  His ignorance of
the work connected with his office and the difficulties that
surrounded him on every side were considered valid
reasons.   Ireland required a man of strong character as
Chief Secretary and Vansittart was not that.   The name
of Charles Long was brought forward as his successor,
whom the Viceroy had suggested fourteen months before.
Both Pitt and Sidmouth looked upon him as a tried and
trusted servant and he was also a great friend of Lord
Redesdale's, to whom the Viceroy wrote when his appoint-
ment was mooted: "I am particularly happy to learn that
the appointment of Mr. Long to be Chief Secretary is in
contemplation," and the Chancellor replied from Port-
rush: "I hope your Excellency will press his very early
arrival in Dublin as I am persuaded it is of the utmost
importance." Referring to die attitude of British Ministers,
he continued: "I am afraid they listen too much to Lord
Casdereagh, Lord Camden, Lord Westmoreland, etc.   If
I had not thought those men ignorant of the true state
of Ireland before my tour, what I have learnt since would
have convinced me of their ignorance.   It is scarcely
possible to conceive how very unpopular Lord Casde-
reagh and his family are in these parts."
In England war clouds still hung heavy over the land.
Napoleon was with the French Army at Boulogne, eagerly
watching for the great fleet he had prepared and whose
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